Examination techniques and therapeutic regimens for the ruminant and camelid eye.
A step-wise procedure and necessary equipment for examination of the ruminant and camelid eye are detailed. Restraint techniques and usage of local anesthetics to facilitate examination are described. Common examination findings and their significance are discussed. Finally, therapeutic options for keratoconjunctivitis and uveitis are explored. A complete ocular examination of ruminants is often not performed in the field because of lack of time, lack of appropriate facilities, and/or lack of equipment. Although individual ophthalmic examinations are not frequently performed as part of a herd health program, they can be of value in select cases. Ocular manifestations of systemic diseases may assist the clinician in establishing a diagnosis on the farm and for little additional cost. For patients with a specific ocular complaint, a complete ophthalmic examination is critical. After completion of the examination and arrival at a diagnosis, one must also be cognizant of the therapeutic regimens that are appropriate for use in ruminants, particularly animals that may be used for meat or milk.